Introduced by Council Members Hyde, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-461
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GATOR MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2007 NCAA NATIONAL BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE PRESIDENT, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, AND HEAD COACH OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the University of Florida Gator Men’s Basketball team won the 2006 NCAA Basketball Championship; and


WHEREAS, the University of Florida Gator Football team won the 2006 BCS National Football Championship; and
WHEREAS, the 2007 University of Florida Men’s Gator basketball season was born with high expectations given that several sophomore contributors on the team passed up opportunities for pro basketball fame and riches, to return to compete for “Repeat” - “Back to Back” championships; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 University of Florida Gator Men’s basketball season would be a terrific challenge given that they were bullseyed on every opposing team’s schedule as “The” team to beat; and

WHEREAS, the Gators waded through its difficult schedule, and won the outright Southeastern Conference Championship; won their third consecutive Southeastern Conference Basketball Tournament; and won the most games in school history; and 


WHEREAS, the Gators achieved national recognition and prominence by winning unselfishly, and by sharing the scoring and defensive responsibilities evenly amongst all of the starters; and through the significant contributions of each of the remaining reserves and “sixth” men on the team; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 University of Florida Gator Men’s basketball team sought to accomplish an unprecedented feat, of winning back-to-back national championships with the same starting players; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 University of Florida Gator Men’s basketball team accomplished all of its goals by winning its “back-to-back” national championship by defeating legendary basketball power UCLA in the semifinals, and The Ohio State University in the finals of the 2007 tournament; and 

WHEREAS, the national championship of the 2007 University of Florida Gator Men’s basketball team comes on the heels of the 2006 national championship of the University of Florida Gator Men’s Football Team and the 2006 national championship of the University of Florida Gator Men’s Basketball Team, and for the first and surely the last time in history one university, specifically the University of Florida, holds the distinction of winning three consecutive basketball and football national championships; and

WHEREAS, all of the above have left the “Gator Nation” and true sports and basketball fans everywhere exhilarated and appreciative of the University of Florida Gator Men’s Basketball Team, its Head Coach Billy Donovan and his staff, Athletic Director Jeremy Foley, and all members of the University who have contributed to the success of the basketball program; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has a long history of supporting collegiate sports in general, the Southeastern Conference in particular, and the Universities of Florida and Georgia through the hosting of their annual national football rivalry football game in Jacksonville and the presence of the University of Florida’s Shands Hospital in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the evidence is clear that there is a substantial, if not rabid University of Florida fan base in the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Jacksonville wishes to recognize the University of Florida for its recent and unprecedented intercollegiate sports achievements, in addition to its achievements as an outstanding institution of higher education; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

University of Florida Honored.  The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates the 2007 University of Florida Gator Men’s Basketball Team, Head Men’s Basketball Coach Billy Donovan and his staff, Athletic Director Jeremy Foley, and the University of Florida, not only for winning the 2007 NCAA Men’s National Basketball Championship, following the winning of the 2006 BCS National Football Championship, following the winning of the 2006 NCAA National Basketball Championship, but also for doing so in a manner representing the highest degree of sportsmanship, unselfishness and tea​m play.

Section 2.

Transmission to the University of Florida.  The Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the President, Athletic Director, and Head Basketball Coach of the University of Florida.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Steven E. Rohan 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Steven Rohan, Deputy General Counsel
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